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First: The ConclusionFirst: The Conclusion

““What we have is a system of distributingWhat we have is a system of distributing
teacher quality that produces exactly theteacher quality that produces exactly the
opposite of what fairness would dictateopposite of what fairness would dictate
and what we need to close achievementand what we need to close achievement
gaps. This system, quite simply, enlargesgaps. This system, quite simply, enlarges
achievement gaps.”achievement gaps.”
 The Education Trust, June 2006The Education Trust, June 2006



About Teacher QualityAbout Teacher Quality

Years of Experience & SkillYears of Experience & Skill
OutOut--ofof--Field TeachingField Teaching
Uncertified TeachersUncertified Teachers
Levels of EducationLevels of Education



Profile of the Typical TeacherProfile of the Typical Teacher

She is white and from a suburban or ruralShe is white and from a suburban or rural
hometown; monolingual in English; shehometown; monolingual in English; she
selected her college for its proximity toselected her college for its proximity to
home, its affordability & accessibility; shehome, its affordability & accessibility; she
has traveled little beyond her college’s 100has traveled little beyond her college’s 100
mile radius; she prefers to teach in amile radius; she prefers to teach in a
community like the one she grew up in;community like the one she grew up in;
she hopes to teach middleshe hopes to teach middle--income,income,
average children in traditional classroomaverage children in traditional classroom
settingssettings—— Gomez, 1996Gomez, 1996



Teacher Experience & Poverty InTeacher Experience & Poverty In
MilwaukeeMilwaukee

More novice teachersMore novice teachers
in Lowin Low--PerformingPerforming
Milwaukee SchoolsMilwaukee Schools
 % teachers with five% teachers with five

years or fewer inyears or fewer in
experienceexperience
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Teacher Experience & MinorityTeacher Experience & Minority
Student Body in MilwaukeeStudent Body in Milwaukee

In schools with theIn schools with the
most minoritymost minority
students, teachersstudents, teachers
have less teachinghave less teaching
experienceexperience

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Highest
Minority
Students
Lowest
Minority
Students



Teacher Experience & ELL inTeacher Experience & ELL in
MilwaukeeMilwaukee

Schools serving theSchools serving the
most Englishmost English--
Language LearnersLanguage Learners
had morehad more
inexperiencedinexperienced
teachersteachers
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Foregrounding Race & PovertyForegrounding Race & Poverty
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RecommendationsRecommendations

Diversify the teaching forceDiversify the teaching force
Overhaul hiring practicesOverhaul hiring practices
Assign experienced, well trained teachersAssign experienced, well trained teachers
in highin high--needs schoolsneeds schools
Train teachers in culturally relevantTrain teachers in culturally relevant
pedagogypedagogy
Revamp teacher preparationRevamp teacher preparation


